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ment, the presence of the essential factor is obscured by the introduction 
of symbolic mental operations (in accordance with Taine's theory of 
substitution). 

Ideas, then, are to be conceived as arranged in a hierarchy of mutual 
relationships. They possess the capacity to attract and repel each other in 
varying degree. When an idea enters consciousness, it is able to expel 
those which are incompatible with it ; it is equally potent to bring to con- 
sciousness those for which it has an affinity. Dr. Schrader's theory may 
be brought into relation with the principle of association. He emphasizes 
the negative phases of mental grouping, and gives a wholly new aspect to 
the older theory. That he has been successful in his search for a princi- 
ple which shall differentiate the judgment from the purely mechanical men- 
tal combinations can scarcely be maintained. In the author's conception 
of the mental life, ideas suppress each other, exclude each other from con- 
sciousness, lift their fellows over the threshold, and the like. The whole 
procedure is described in ultra-Herbartian terms. 

In a word, Dr. Schrader finds defects in all of the current theories of the 
judgment. Those which assume a psychical activity he rejects outright ; 
he would accept a theory of the association type, but only after he has made 
an important supplementation to the recognized laws of association. The 
familiar principles of perception and of association can do no more than 
explain how the raw material is assembled for the judgment. The judg- 
ment itself is a product of the 'negative relation of ideas.' 

J. W. Baird. 

University of Illinois. 

Critique de la doctrine de Kant. Par Charles Renouvier. Public par 
Louis Prat. Paris, Felix Alcan, 1906. — pp. iv, 440. 

In the editor's preface we are told that this work was begun when 
Renouvier had reached the age of eighty-seven and that it was not quite 
completed at the venerable philosopher' s death. In view of this, the mental 
energy, acuteness of critical faculty, and power of subtle analysis here 
shown seem marvellous. The book can stand on its own merits as a phi- 
losophical treatise of permanent value, and no allowance need be made by 
the reader for the shortcomings usually incident to old age. Renouvier' s 
main purpose has been the exposure of the dogmatic element in Kant's 
philosophy, and especially the illegitimacy of his concept of the noumenon, 
on which depends his doctrine of the real as infinite and unconditioned. It 
is, of course, nothing new to find this by no means invulnerable side of the 
Kantian system made the subject of attack ; but Renouvier' s criticism not 
only is exceptionally keen-sighted, but is made from an unusual stand- 
point. For the most part it has been those whose philosophy leaned towards 
naturalism or positivism who have animadverted upon Kant's juggling with 
the notion of ' Ding-an-sich,' — using it now as the real cause or substrate 
of the phenomenal world, now as merely the limiting idea by which human 
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intelligence recognizes and respects the narrow boundaries of its own cogni- 
tion. Renouvier makes his attack as an idealist who refuses to accept a 
metaphysics which, denying reality to the world of our experience and rele- 
gating it to the sphere of the unknowable, deprives it of all character and 
meaning and reduces it to a mere ' vast inane ' of which he cannot even 
predicate existence itself. Similarly, it is as a libertarian that he argues 
against Kant's doctrine that human freedom can be asserted by virtue of 
the noumenal nature of the conscious being, — a representation of free will 
which would exclude its operation from the empirical world of time and 
space. 

It is not possible here to follow out Renouvier' s criticism in its details. 
While in many parts of his subject he has been anticipated by other com- 
mentators, in not a few instances he has succeeded in throwing fresh light 
upon obscure places in the Kantian philosophy, — as, for instance, on 
Kant's use and misuse of the principle of contradiction, on the deduction 
of the categories, and on the different meanings attaching to the notion of 
cause in the various relations in which the word is used. Renouvier' s 
answer to Kant's arguments against the philosophy of Leibniz is worth study, 
though it is naturally determined by his own preference for pluralism over 
monism. But, in general, it may be noticed that the vigorous analytical 
criticism here offered of almost all the main conceptions of Kant's philos- 
ophy has a value quite independent of that system of neo-criticism which 
the author devoted so many years of his life to developing and defending. 
Helpful though the present work may be to the study of Kant, it offers per- 
haps a new indication that the time has passed in which thinkers could 
profitably devote themselves to the task of building up philosophical sys- 
tems upon the foundations laid in the Critique of Pure Reason. 

E. Ritchie. 

Da Socrate a Hegel : Nuovi saggi di critica filosofica. Per Bertrando 
Spaventa. A cura di Giovanni Gentile. Bari, Gius. Laterza & Figli, 
1905. —pp. 430. 

The book is a collection of critical essays selected from the contributions 
of Bertrando Spaventa to various periodicals of his time. The editor is 
Professor Giovanni Gentile, one of Spaventa' s ardent admirers. 

To the public outside of Italy a brief biographical account of Spaventa 
would have constituted a welcome introduction to his writings. As it is, 
our knowledge of the man, gathered from the book before us, is limited to 
the following facts : He flourished in the third quarter of the nineteenth 
century, was an Hegelian, a clear and earnest thinker, an attractive writer, 
and a valiant opponent of both the political and the spiritual tyranny which 
the nascent Italian nation was endeavoring to cast off. 

The book contains the following essays : (1) " The Doctrine of Socrates," 
(2) "Thomas Aquinas' s Doctrine of Right," (3) " The Life of Giordano 
Bruno by D. Berti," (4) " Eighteenth Century Sensationalism and Victor 



